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REVIEWS 


Manual of Surgery, Regional Surgery. By Alexis Thom¬ 
son, F.R.C.S. (Edin.), Professor of Surgery, University of 
Edinburgh, and Alexander Miles, F.R.C.S.* (Edin.), Surgeon 
to Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. Fourth edition. Vol. II; 
pp. 891; 274 illustrations. Vol. Ill; pp. 547, 220 illustrations. 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, and London: Henry Frowde and Hodder 
and Stoughton, 1912. 

The second of the three volumes into which this work is divided 
is devoted to regional surgery, and includes that of special regions 
as of the ear, nose, throat, and female genitalia, but not of the eye. 
The pages are unusually small for a book of such ambitious pur¬ 
poses, and emphasize the chief characteristic of the work, con¬ 
densation. Each chapter begins with a brief summary of the 
surgical anatomy of the part discussed. In these days of systems 
of surgery, monographs, and voluminous papers on surgical topics, 
the text-books covering the whole field of surgery, by one or a few 
authors, are becoming scarce. The authors have demonstrated 
that they can still be made very serviceable. By careful elimina¬ 
tion, avoidance of repetition, and the subordination of the unim¬ 
portant to the important, they have produced a condensed text¬ 
book that will be particularly valuable to students and busy 
practitioners. The quotations from recent wiiters are numerous 
although there are very few’ references to the exact sources of the 
information. The discussion of operative treatment is very brief, 
which is to be explained by the fact that the third volume is devoted 
to operative surgery. Still it would help the reader of the second 
volume if cross references were employed to indicate where in 
the third volume the operative treatment of a given condition is 
more fully discussed. The illustrations are in the main photo¬ 
graphic, and serve the purpose satisfactorily. A few, however, are 
not very serviceable. For instance, on page 257, there is an illus¬ 
tration of a suicidal cut throat wound, the space for which could 
be better filled in by text. Angina Ludovici, in the opinion of 
the reviewer, could be described more accurately. It is nothing 
more than a severe submaxillary cellulitis which has invaded the 
floor of the mouth and the pharynx with a resulting edema of the 
larynx, and a general realization of this fact will save many lives. 
Pus is seldom detected, not because it forms early and is under 
great tension, but in some cases because there is none present, and 
these are the worst cases, and in others because it is small in 
quantity and buried deeply under thick edematous tissue. Con¬ 
stitutional symptoms are not always marked, they are sometimes 
practically absent, but this does not lessen the danger. Bron¬ 
choscopy for the removal of foreign bodies from the bronchi should 
receive more attention. On the other hand, the preference over' 
thoracoplasty given to the injection of Beck's bismuth is justified 
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by the recent literature. The advice to always operate on strangu¬ 
lated hernia as early as possible and to employ taxis only when 
operation is refused or contraindicated, is also in order. 

The third volume, devoted to operative surgery, like the first on 
general and the second on regional surgery, represents a careful 
andskillful condensation. It is brought well up to date and affords 
to the busy surgeon, as well as to the student, a concise but clear 
description of the formal operations of general surgery. The special 
fields of the ophthalmologist, laryngologist, and gynecologist, are 
not invaded. The illustrations with few exceptions answer the 
purpose for which they were intended. This, however, cannot be 
said of a few, for instance, of Fig. 12 on page 23, illustrating the 
ligation of the internal mammarj’ artery. In order that such an 
anatomical illustration may be easily understood, it should show 
clearly the sternum and clavicle, particularly the former. The 
only guide in the illustration is the nipple which is too variable in 
position and too far away from the artery to serve the purpose 
satisfactorily. For the control of hemorrhage in amputation at 
the hip-joint, preference is given to the preliminary ligation of the 
femoral or external iliac artery. MacEwen’s manual method of 
compressing the abdominal aorta, Momberg’s abdominal tourniquet, 
and Spence’s skewers are all, apparently, preferred to Wyeth’s 
pins, which receive very brief mention. Wyeth’s method of 
amputation, which permits the use of his pins and a tourniquet, 
are not spoken of. Most American surgeons would disagree with 
this position. With a few exceptions like these, there is little to 
be criticised and much to be commended in this volume which, 
with the other two volumes, represent a valuable resume of modern 
surgery. In both volumes the work has been well done and should 
continue to receive the encouragement it deserves. T. T. T. 


Theory and Practice of Thyroid Therapy. By Herbert 
Ewan Waller, M.R.C.S., England, L.U.C.P., London, Honorary 
Anesthetist Birmingham Dental Hospital. Pp. 154. London: 
John Bale, Sons & Danielsson, Ltd. 

The first impression one obtains after reading Waller’s book is 
that there are apparently few diseases which have not their origin 
influenced by thyroid secretion and their course benefited by 
thyroid medication. He presents numerous conflicting theories for 
the causation of various diseases, and cites cases of seemingly 
opposite character, benefited by the same course of treatment, 
without explaining satisfactorily the rationale of such procedures. 
The importance of the relationship of thyroid secretion to calcium 



